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important Monthly Indicators 


Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—March 1953 and 1952 
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Mar. Mar. Feb. 
INDUS TRIAL: 1953 1952 1953 > 
Mer. 1953 Mar. 1952 Change Feb. 1953 
Anthracite Production (net tons)..... + 2,252 3,093 2,365 
Bituminous Coal Prod. (net tons)..... +t 36,060 40,968 33,920 BOS SOAs ce couccccs _ 9,073,994 2,296,191 - 9.7 23167,965 
Construction Contracts ($)eceeeecccess # 1,347,518 1,321,254 1,021,310 Philadeltphia......-. §,075,000 4,623,000 + 9.8 4,034,000 
Copper Production ret. tnet tons)..... 112,016 94,563 101,538 Buttalo..-.cees bawed 548,448 477,408 + 14.9 453,554 
Copper Deliveries ret. (net tons)..... 133,462 112,625 117,204 Pittsburgh... s.e-s ° 1,787,491 1,623,679 + 10.1 1,556, 501 
Newsprint Production (net tons).....-- 576,187 $76,125 522,059 Cleveland... .seeees 2,049,895 1,783,597 + 14.9 1,725,283 
Newsprint Shipments (net tons)....... . $36,017 551,858 491,818 Cinctnnaticcccccess 1,101,967 915,376 + 20.4 922,887 
Rayon Yarn Deliveries (pounds)....... wt 80,500 55,600 70,900 Baltimore. .cccccsees 1,372,491 1,150,097 + 19.3 1,125,621 
Stee! ingot Production tnet tons)....# 10,153 9,404 8,932 Rhchwmeadscccecvacvee 776,830 686,947 + 13.1 651,200 
Zinc Production (net tonsdecescseseees 83,485 85,028 76,899 Atlantacccoccccses 1,491,100 1,347,400 + 10.7 1,226,200 
Zinc Shipments (net tons)ecceccesecees 77,285 85,575 71,710 New Orleans....-- 745,439 662,079 + 12.4 609, 707 
Memphis..+.+- tenses 520,117 471,242 + 10.4 458,218 
Feb. Feb. Jan. Chicagdessceceeees 4,283,135 3,689,422 + 16.1 3,491,591 
1953 1952 1953 Detret teccececoosecs 2,953,964 2,331,007 + 26.7 2,255,022 
St. Lowlseccccesess 1,483,497 1,270,031 + 16.8 1,221,027 
industrial Production (FRB). .1935-39=100 239.0 222.0 236.0 Lovisville..ceceees 706,897 643,147 + 9.9 670,561 
Mtg. Employment (BLS)......- 1947-49=100 109.5 103.6 108.7 Minneapolis.... |, 420,199 1,266,839 + 12.1 1,125,481 
Mtge Payrolis (BLS)...+4.--. 1947-49=100 147.6 131.0 146.8 Kansas Citys..see0. | ,660,837 1,506,003 + 10.3 1,383,815 
Cement Production (barretsh..cseeeees + 17,325 16,545 18,855 Omahde.scrcsecsees 697,656 680,412 + 2.5 561,507 
Cement Shipments (barreis)....-eeeeee os 14,155 14,362 13,520 Denveresecseecs . 651,225 610,605 + 8.3 503,884 
Cigarette Production lunits)..eeseees tT 31,881 29,411 32,608 Dallesecccccccescces 1,597,017 1,471,906 + 8.5 1,398,800 
Coke Production (net tons)...ccseees -# 6,134 6,355 6,768 Hous tomerecccecss 1,440,157 1,353,218 + 6.4 1,230,828 
Cotton Consumption (bales)e-ccesececes 765,778 769,641 893,808 San Francisco... 2,475,091 2,351,485 © Ses 2,017,546 
Electricity Production (kw-hours)...-f 39,165 36,768 42,656 Portland, Ore..... ° 778,354 718,271 > 226 609, 449 
Lead Production primary (net tons).... 45,423 44,133 47,295 Seattleecccceccccces 759,653 702,182 + 8.2 607,449 
Lead Shipments (net tons lessee cecsescs 38,811 41,291 37,678 
Motor Vehicles, Factory Sales U. Seu. 582,990 435,216 565,137 Total 24 Cities.... 38,460,454 34,632,544 + I1.1 32, 108,096 
Pig Iron Production inet tons)....+.- a 5,882 5,785 6,564 New York...ceeeees ° 4| ,6€8,785 38,783,721) * 5 33,899,202 
Rubber Consumption (long tons)...-++4+ 111,496 101,408 120,404 
Tires = Production lunits)....e.ee- -# 8,236 7,463 8,238 Total 25 Cities.... 80,149,239 73,416,265 + 9.2 66,007,298 
Tires = Shipments (units ).-.ceeeeeces a 7,243 6,184 7,882 
Jan. Jan. Dec. 
1953 1952 1952 : — _ 
Bank Clearings for Individual Cities— 3 Months 1953 and 1952 
Gasoline Production (barrels)... .ee- it 107,413 98,551 107,581 
Petroleum Production (berreis)...eee. +t 203,214 192,712 205,645 (Thousands of Dollars) 
Petroleum Consumption (t(barreis)...... % 218,288 205,829 215,504 3 Months 3 Months 3 Months 
Wool Consumption (pounds).....eeeeeee tt 43,100 37,900 41,800 1953 1952 Change 195! 
Bos ton..-.- serene 6,749,355 7,'11,603 - 5.1) 7,348,311 
Mar. Mar. Feb. Philadelphia....... 13,721,000 13,949,000 s 6.9 14,165,000 
FINANCIAL: 1953 1952 1953 Buttalo...... ose 1,512,975 1,421,093 + 6.5 1,411,399 
Pittsburgh....ssee. 5,022,791 4,890,881 + 2.7 4,590,250 
Bank Debits, Total U. Se ($)eeseeceee t 153,511 136,311 129,331 Clevelandeccscces 5,762,814 5,450,001 . aa 5,395,092 
Bank Debits, Ne Yo Co ($dewenceneuces T 53,898 49,213 45,749 Cincinnati... cceees 3,070,989 2,790,642 + 10.0 2,905,455 
Bank Debits, Outside N.Y.C. ($)...... t 99,613 87,098 83,582 Baltimore..ccserees 3,755,287 3,417,275 + 9.9 3,363,692 
Bond Sales Ne. Ye. Stock Exe ($).--eee +t 74,757 58,123 60,288 Richmond...-.eeee-s 2,191,029 2,014,115 + 8.8 1,949,319 
Bond Sales Am. Stock Ex. ($)...2.00- # 5,040 2,135 2,140 Atlanta....- oheawes 4,095,600 3,965,000 S 29 3,793,500 
Bond Sales Municipal ($)..-eeeeeeeees ~ 405,077 150,618 389,729 New Orleans....+.- 2,094,212 1,994,588 + 5.0 1,840,812 
Fire Losses ($)eccccscvccceccecsceses # 83,471 72,254 72,706 Memphis....seees 1,519,855 1,456,037 e -iet 1,453,368 
Lite Insurance Sales ($)...ceeeeeeees T 3,337 2,495 2,617 Chicdgdesccccrevecs 11,801,881 10,950,968 + 7.8 11,408,124 
Stock Sales N.Y. Stock Ex (shares)...# 42,472 29,513 30,209 Detroit...ssee- 8,068,765 6,839,590 + 18.0 6,651,305 
Stock Sates Am. Stock Ex. (shares)....# 14,020 10,930 8,060 S65 BeelGcoccccsedee 4,129,405 3,886,727 + 622 4,173,986 
Louisville....ses- 2,148,188 1,987,289 + 6.1 1,947,554 
Feb. Feb. Jan. Minneapolis... 3,884,364 3,777,006 + 2.8 3,881,779 
1953 1952 1953 Kansas Citye.sseee 4,636,520 4,562,496 + 1.6 4,830,80I 
OGmehGecsecvesccoesss 1,948,094 2,022,389 - 3.7 1,985,765 
Merchandise Exports Us. Se ($).- eevee # 1,194,100 1,344,200 1,276,300 DENVEl ccccccccccess 1,758,656 1,742,220 + 0.9 1,704,043 
Merchandise imports U. S (Sbeccvcecs * 855,100 892,700 927,200 DetleScccecsscecosos 4,667,963 4,398,184 + 6.1 4,198,411 
Railway Earnings, Gross ($)eeseeveees % 812,968 845,074 863,00! Hous tomecccscccces 4,137,532 3,874,197 + 6.8 3,428,907 
Ry. Earnings-Net Inc. atter charges ($)..# 57,000 51,000 58,000 San Francisco....-. : 6,710,628 6,731,494 - Q.3 6,759,94|1 
Sales - Retail (Ghee cee ence eceeveces T 12,392 11,744 13,054 Portland, Ore...«.-«- 2,132,435 2,027,399 + 5.2 1,984,714 
Sales @= Wheotesetiea (8t--ccccecscosececs t 8,201 8,154 8,593 Ses ttleccovssvececs 2,045,798 2,045,294 >: 8 1,994,089 
Sales - Manutacturing 4 er T 24,106 22,416 23,888 
taveatorieas = Retail ($b ccccccceovscs t 20,767 20,335 19,896 Total 24 Cittesecec 107,566,136 103,305,488 4.1 103,165,617 
Inventories - Wholesale ($).-.+-eeee- t 10,233 10,190 1O,tt1 New Yorks ceececses 114,669,814 112,627,413 + {1.8 {11,865,241 
inventories = Manutacturing ($)....-- Tt 44,282 43,594 44,037 
(#) OOO Omitted. (tf) 000,000 Omitted. Total 25 Cities.. 222,235,950 215,932,901 + 2.9 215,030,858 
Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly—1950 to Date 
(Millions of Dollars) 
Tota! 25 United States Cities Daily Average Bank Clearings Total 24 Cities Excluding Ne. Y.~ C. 
1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 
eee 16,079 15,546 77,220 59,964 2,926.1 2,905.6 2,970.0 2,398.5 36,998 36,386 37,297 27,932 
Paebreeresessss 66,007 66,971 61,086 52,676 3,000.3 2,911.8 2,776.6 2,394.4 32,108 32,287 30,126 24,425 
March..seeeees 80,149 73,416 76,725 63,508 3,082.7 2,823.7 2,841.7 2,352.2 38,460 34,633 35,743 29,616 
ee eee ey 74,160 69,468 AN: eee 2,852.3 2,778.3 S.297s3 = 2 =—té( un 34,217 33,563 26,267 
PT Miechbcabeh 2 Sewbse 70,656 69,020 61,357 $.§ eessesses 2,717.5 2,654.6 . * se ° 33,547 34,005 29,021 
SGGGescssesceee .. weeeee 75,856 69,835 64,006  $.  peeesece 3,034.3 3,685.9 2,465.1 eeéees 34,833 33,325 30,658 
tie kgs +6 - (eek 16,120 66,504 NE ain eros o.007.7 2,460.0 S2A4078 . cevass 34,612 32,320 29 ,660 
Auguttescesses | seeees 64,812 66, 762 69,600 |. —§ eeesses 2,492.8 2,472.7 2,577.8 ecsvce 31,879 33,543 32,522 
Semeeeeelescess jen 8ee0 72,779 64,192 66.603. seseeadse 2,911.2 2,674.7 2,656.4 eocces 35,747 31,837 31,987 
Peteberecotess  - — wevseve 80,325 74,340 69,999 eee 3,089.4 2,859.2 2,800.0 —  sesee ° 38,942 37,351 34,446 
Mevemb@reccccces j.gj  cvwase 66,862 69,108 66.676 j=  evecsec ° 3,039.2 3,004.7 2,778.2 cocee 33,62! 34,951 33,078 
Deeemhbetsciccce § -eeee@es 84,832 76,258 i | eer. et 3,262.8 3,050.3 2,872.8 esecece 39,908 34,683 33,063 
Ce Aer Cees ee Seo u00. 335 G20, 510. ParsOdS >. andcens 2,914.0 2,785.7 2,524.2 si ihaetate 420,611 408,743 362,676 
Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
Current Liabilities (O00 Omitted) Total Liabilities (O00 Omitted) 
1953 19S¢ 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 
JONUaT Ys ceesee 647 671 775 864 $23,309 $26, 208 $21,685 $26, 436 $23,760 $26,300 $21,912 $26,556 
Februaryesseee 69 | 619 599 Bit 27,273 19,474 16,009 22,156 27,525 19,624 16,414 22,585° 
Marchessesceeees 739 715 732 884 31,082 29,232 17,652 27,900 31,584 29,387 17,652 28,310 
Ape il ceecvcece vd 780 693 ae |. Ss @lieeeee 29,530 17,064 21,250 eecces 30,285 18,054 21,500 
i CLdwhaebe 638 755 O76". eke 21,193 23,504 “ore: - waeans 21,209 23,641 22,856 
SUNEcccecseces 671 699 ja2.. . >*\eneee 21,22: 22,773 ‘?.0fe... .. eewene 21,537 23,143 23,085 
De beiowoscececs 580 665 694 cesece 22,789 21,088 19,538 eeccves 22,973 21,532 19,538 
Augus teceecsece ° S94 678 . ) ses eee 16,322 26,417 189.446 j«(— = csesece 16,672 26,528 18,717 
September..... 539 620  Slaas so 20,138 26,643 iS.008 —§ “eases ° 20,178 26,828 18,254 
Oc tober... ceee- 631 643 707 peceve 35,049 29,742 16,649 oteens 35,299 30,122 16,708 
November.....- es 590 587 ee A) eee 18,757 17,567 18,864 ee 18,859 17,592 18,904 
December...... 583 612 -, a oes 23,400 19,403 21,044 eeecves 23,775 19,403 21,044 
Sa tatocevesess 7,611 8,058 .46e. > eeetes $263,314 $259,547 §246,243 j= § cevec - $286,098 $262,821 $255,057 
2 DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—MAY 1953 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—1!951 to Date 





















































BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 1953 1952 193! 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Jan. levees $6.64 JOMe Qewees $6.93 
JANe Ooeeee $6.23 JORe Becccs 6.61 Jas Deoces 7.02 
INDEX OF WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES (REVISED) 1947-49=100 date Weces 6.25 Jan. See 6.57 Jeec Gees 7.04 
Jane 2O.ce% 6.25 JOMe Q2eeee 6.60 Jan. 23 7.08 
Mar. Feb. * Jan. Mar. Jane Qlaoeee 6.22 Jane Weaeeoe 6.61 Jane BOceee 7.17 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Faebe Jeeoces 6.13 Feb. Sevece 6.61 Febe Geccee 7.2! 
Group: Febs 8c cce 6.19 Febe TBecce 6.57 FeGs  teeee 7.25 
Feb. W7.eee 6.20 Feb. 19... 6.60 Feb. 20... 7.3! 
ALL COMMODITIES .ccccccccccccccceses esos 110.4 109.6 109.9 112.3 Feb. 24.... 6.21 Fede 26.00 6.58 Febe 2Jeeee 7.25 
Mare. Jesees 6.28 Mare 4.006% 6.56 Mar. Geeees 7.2? 
Mar 10... 6.28 Mare. Ileees 6.58 Mar. 13. ; 7.27 
Farm ProductScccccscccccsceces scosssece $4060 97.9 99.6 108.2 Mar. IJeeee 6.42 Mar. 18.... 6.54 Mar. 20... 7.23 
Processed FoodsS.ceeeeees seéeeneoeeces 105.0 05.2 105.5 109.2 Mar. 24... 6.41 Mare. 25eee. 6.48 Mere Bleces 7.2! 
Alt Commodities Other Than Mere Bleces 6.32 Apr. te. . 6.40 Rate Zeeocce 7.15 
Farm Products and Foods.-ceceeees $13.4 (EHF (ULHI-E 113.8 Aete Tececce 6.32 Apr. S.e+es 6.37 Apr. 10. 7.15 
Textile Products and Apparel....-. eevee 97.6 98.5 98.8 100.6 Apr. 14.... 6.35 Apr. 15... 6.37 Aor. I?. 7.13 
Hides, Skins & Leather Products..«++- 98.1 98.0 97.3 98.0 Apr. 2)... 6.38 Apr. 22. 6.31 Aor. 24. 7.16 
Fuel, Power & Lighting Materials..... {08.5 {08.1 107.8 107.4 Apr. 28.... 6.42 Apr. 2G.ee- 6.33 Maw leececce 7.14 
Chemicals and Allied Products...+-- ~» 104.2 103.6 103.6 105.4 May S<..ee-s eees May O.-.eee 6.36 May B.«sees 7.18 
Metals and Metal Products....-. ssenes ‘ 125.5 124.6 124.0 122.6 May I2..ee- eoes May !3.-...- 6.38 May IS.cces 7.18 
Machinery and Motive Products..ceee-e ° 121.7 21.6 21.5 121.8 May !9....6. eces May 20....- 6.48 May 22.6. 747 
Furniture, Other Household Durables... Jt3-1 ($12.9 12.7 JVIN.D May 26....-. ecee Mey 27. 6.45 May 29..... 7-16 
Non-Metallic Minerals - Structural... 114.9 1814.6 114.6 112.9 June Qeeses eoce June 3.. 6.43 June Seecee 7.08 
Rubber end ProductS.cccccccesesvesess 125.7 126.2 127.3 142.0 June GDeoces oece June 10. 6.45 June 12. 7.07 
Lumber and Products.ccsccccsecccsesees 121.7 21.1 120.5 120.5 June 16. ecee June I7eeee 6.41 June 19 7.07 
Pulp, Paper and Allied Products...-+- [15.2 {15.3 815.8 IJt7.?7 June 23...6- eevee June 24.... 6.39 June 26... 7.02 
Tobecco Mires. & Bottle Beverages..-. {14.8 LII.9 $12.2 110.8 June 30.... ees July t.eee 6.45 July J.wceee 7.00 
Miscellaen€ous ccvcccccccecsccecees gvéceen 101.7 101.2 103.0 109.2 July Jecees —- July 8.. 6.5) July 10. 6.92 
July 14... ee July 15... 6.61 July 17 ° 6.88 
July 21.... eee July 22ece- 6.59 duly 24.cc 6.90 
July 28... cece July 29.... 6.63 July 3l..e. 6.9! 
Auge 4Seeees seee Aug- Sesecece 6.65 Auge Jeeees 6.95 
. 4 2 Auge Ileeee cece Ava« t2Beeec 6.66 Auge l4eeee 6.94 
United States Consumer Price Index (Cost of Living) a “il ats hom. cs: ee lena? Whddes, Aaa 
Auge 25.4.6 cece Aug- 26.... 6.70 Aug. 28.... 6.89 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS Sept. leece cous Sept. Q.se 6.70 Sept. 4.... 6.82 
Sept. 8.... code Sept. 9. 6.60 Sept. ti... 6.79 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ; Sept. 15... pee Sept. 16... 6.49 Sept. 18... 6.77 
Sept. 22... eos Sept. 23... 6.45 Sept. 25... 6.78 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX Sept. 29... see Sept. 30... 6.43 Oct. Beecee 6.79 
Oct. Geeces eeee Gete Feeoes 6.44 Gete Deeses 6.79 
kevised Series: 1947-49 = 100 Get. Weces eevee Oct. 14.... 6.38 Gets tbsece 6.77 
Oct. 20...-. cone Oct. Bleeds 6.34 Oct. 23.--- 6.69 
Mer. Feb. Jan. Mar. Oct. Zreeee sens Oct. 28... 6.33 Get. Wee 6.65 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Meve Jeccee cove Nov. 4..e6¢-6 6.30 Nowe Geeees 6.64 
Group: Nov. !0.... ee Nov tlecece 6.30 Now. [3.<6- 6.67 
Nove. 7... eoce Nov. (8... 6.27 Nov. 20...-. 6.68 
ALL ITEMS ...-ee0- secerecsccovecoseocccce) UIF6H. 8413-6 8919298 819.4 Nove 24.... ocee Nov. 25.... 6.23 Now. 27. 6.71 
Dec. lewees eee Dec. Qeeess 6.22 Dece 4.000. 6.68 
Dec. Beeeee ces Dece Dooces 6.15 Bess Uleoes 6.69 
Peedecccoceces ececcessooe seoovcccesvecvess . BMHte?. 2669 04009 -60Ga7 Dec. ISeece ees Dec. 16.... 6.i/ Dec. I8.... 6.63 
Housingercrcccecccccscsesssecsceseseses 11668 116.6 116.4 114.0 Dec. 22.46. eeee Dec. 23.46. 6.15 Dece 25.46. 6.64 
Appere!l...ee- eoeccccccs eecccece ccocscees 104.7 104.6 104.6 106.4 Dec. 29.ees cece Dec. 30..-. 6.16 
Transportation... cccsecceccces coccccecce 129.3 129.1 129.3 124.4 
Medical Care.....- TTT CTILTTTILITITiTitt 119.5 819.3 819.4 115.7 Average.... ecee $6.46 $6.97 
Personal Care..-.«+6- ecccecee eevetececes 112.4 812.5 812.4 tt1.0 
Reading and Recreation...-eeee eeeecees 107.7 107.5 107.8 106.3 Notes The Wholesale food Price Index represents the sum totel of 
Other Goods and Services... «seeeee eooce FVIF-5 815.8 815.9 1134.8 the price per pound of 3! toodstutts in general use. 
Daily Wholesale Price Index of 30 Basic Commodities 
Compiled by Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., trom wholesale quotations 
furnished by the United Press Associations. (1930-32=!100) 
: : : Apr. . ‘ jec. 
United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers 1953 pro tpn 1982 1952 
Base Feb. Jan. Dec. Nov. Feb. becccece 279.93 Peccce Focvcee Becccs 265.49 
Year 1953 1953 1952 1952 1952 Deeosece 280.48 281.01 279.07 282.08 288.27 
Bevccece Gcocee 281.16 278.63 Sccees 264.78 
Ue. Se (Be. Le Sod2--- 1947-49 109.6 109.9 109.6 110.7 112.5 Gesccvos Seoess 281.05 278.81 Secces 284.22 
CanedOccccoesesceecse «- 1935-39 220.9 221.5 221.2 221.9 232.6 Sc eences Poccee 281.08 279.20 281.80 283.39 
Ass tECOccocccccvdteorveds 1948 242.0 243.0 242.0 243.0 254.0 Ouecccous 280.07 261.02 278.36 280.90 Deocvese 
Beamerti scccescvececoce - 1948 137.0 138.0 139.0 139.0 150.0 Foeduoes 283.05 Scoeces Boocee 281.06 Gees 
Dominican Republic..... i948 93.0 94.0 94.0 94.0 93.0 Bevesece 280.40 Beccss lesess 280.91 264.17 
FUOSEMe cc covccecees 7++1948 162.0 162.0 162.0 161.0 170.0 Geccenes 280.33 281.10 276.43 279.87 283.46 
FRORSRococcccecccs coccvec I94D 139.0 141.0 140.0 140.0 152.0 iWecccees 280.35 281.2 276.55 @ececes 282.35 
Guatemala...ccecescees ~~ 1948 109.0 111.0 110.0 113.0 109.0 SG ececces Seecces 261.67 276.78 Resees 282.73 
Fadi@ecececce eceseceveseces 1948 104.0 103.0 102.0 104.0 113.0 TBecccecse Pocces 282.72 Becces 278.54 262.11 
COGN 6 hoc cevecéeowns - 1948 152.0 153.0 155.0 156.0 150.0 SBeovnsec 279.4) 283.39 277.17 278.24 Oeceeo 
PRE Piptees «cccccecsccess 1949 101.0 102.0 100.0 102.0 103.0 hMecceecs 279.37 Beowec Seocee 279.38 Poceee 
SOOESR ec cocccecce eoeee 2 1 V48 141.0 142.0 143.0 142.0 150.0 } eee 279.51 Recces Beoececvs 279.48 282.33 
Switzerland...... odeurs 1948 99.0 99.0 100.0 101.0 104.0 iccceoce 278.68 283.81 277.87 279.10 281.00 
U. Ke. (Bd. of Tr.).....1948 151.0 149.0 149.0 148.0 150.0 PPecccves 278.77 283.37 278.16 @ecece 280.05 
U. Ke. lEconomist).....-1948 136.0 136.0 137.0 136.0 138.0 iGecscoes Geoece 283.68 278.34 Pesees 280.38 
BP. cetess Beccee 283.50 278.82 279.61 280.69 
Jan. Dec. Nov. Oct. Jan. GOsecccess 278.75 282.97 279.6) 279.58 Oi veee 
1953 1952 1952 1952 1952 Blecucves 278.49 Becces Bececce 279.30 Boos 
Ditiiaees 278.75 Resta Siceans 279.28 281.93 
Aasteetlee coccecssecees 1948 186.0 188.0 184.0 185.0 171.0 Becceere 279.77 281.7) eT ee 279.44 282.14 
Belgium. cccccccccccccs 1948 109.0 110.0 111.0 111.0 123.0 Bhecccces 280.49 262.06 279.53 Bocevce 2861.84 
Soest levee coecccsteeess 1948 178.0 180.0 178.0 175.0 165.0 BBccecvece Bececs 281.40 Speer Bradde #. 
Cee te Bie ce cescessovecs 1948 cove 101.0 101.0 100.0 109.0 Weccceecs coves 281.44 281.07 270.09 26.85 
vo SS OPTTITTTTT Tee 1948 119.0 120.0 120.0 121.0 123.0 BFecvoces 279.64 281.58 281.20 279.32 Sf oseee 
BIESEEs co cecesecctsevese 1948 151.0 151.0 150.0 149.0 156.0 BGecccees 278.97 Beosee Seccse 279.59 Seesse 
POUWe cecccceseceees o+++1948 97.0 7.0 97.0 97.0 100.0 BPocccece 278.48 Poccee 279.11 280.58 
JODO cco cecceccccecesves »- 1948 272.0 268.0 268.0 271.0 279.0 Weeccecs eevces 280.58 279.02 260.61 
LSOSRSR cc cccceceseseves - 1948 81.0 82.0 83.0 84.0 93.0 Bee ° 279.89 Scadee 981.71 
Mesle@ccccescccecsee -+-1948 149.0 151.0 152.0 153.0 155.0 
Morocco, Frecscceee 120 1948 156.0 156.0 153.0 150.0 145.0 sii it ee 
Netherlands... -eeeeee+ 1948 137.0 139.0 138.0 138.0 145.0 High Low 
POP Occcvcccccoccesceses 1948 owes 198.0 197.0 197.0 202.0 iene 
Portugal..ceceeees oeee- 1948 122. 122.0 119.0 122.0 117.0 IOSD ccccevcsces Beseee Gets BO covceunese 276.43 Feb. 9 
SPOT Ov ccccevvevcecs «+++ 1948 169.0 169.0 168.0 167.0 166.0 19SRe ccccccsus ° Beaets Jd@6e FB  scccoocséce 260.05 Dec. 17 
TOPREVe ccccccsevccece «+1948 106.0 105.0 105.0 103.0 106.0 I9St ccccccces . pare Foeba BF cuccsecee< 297.23 Sept. 10 
Uniton South Africa.....!948 150.0 151.0 152.0 151.0 143.0 PSGcccccecscce Sepesan Bees. FS eeencceodae 244.21 Jan. 13 
Venezuela. cceseecees -- 1948 ocee 100.0 99.0 99.0 100.0 1949. ccrccccces 269.81 Jane S$ = cecccvecces 236.41 Aug. 16 
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New Enaoland: 


BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 


March 1953 and 1952 


The toltlowing table aive nthiy building permit values by cities and by geographical regions 
, jing ost nder permits is @ t prospective builders within the corporate limits ot the ci 


residential and new non-residential buildings, as well as additions, alterations, and repairs. 

jata are moiled trom report turnished monthly to Dun & Bradstreet, Ince, by the building deper 
March March February M 
1953 1952 1953 | 
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Roston, Ma ceoeesecee $2,6%5 S71 $7,642,548 $954,922 Asheville, Ne Cecece $299,312 
tr idaeport, eon 830,610 485,018 1,076,600 Atlante, Geececosscce 4,442,548 
Sristol, bE TOS 224,868 164,795 89,015 Augusta, G@ecercoceecs 343,037 
Brockton, Mass.-eee- 306,737 196,270 1,460,628 Baltimore, Md.-eeees 5,526,840 
cambridge, Mass... 1,608,734 268,635 1, 420,435 Charleston, 3« Ceeoee 201,464 
Chelsea, MasS.cesees 17,225 22,504 9,550 Charlotte, Ne Cesses 3,157,921 
Everett, Mass...sececee 158,040 160,180 36,900 Corel Gables, Fla... 1,058,080 
Fall River, Mass.... 127,025 131,005 57,300 sreensboro, Ne Coens 1,121,469 
Fitchburg, Mass..«-- 76,014 9O, 56 15,650 reenville, Se Cees. 457,450 
sreenwich, Connceces 1,498,740 935,715 762,830 Jacksonville, Fla... 1,841,759 
Harttord, Connessece 879,435 295,647 385,030 Lynchburaq, Vadecevece 360,840 
Haverhill, Massecees 104,700 34,890 71,750 Macon, Boece sceeseces $67,972 
Holyoke, MasSecceces 133,080 157,350 122,540 Mb amia Fi@se-coosseeo86 3,755,682 
Lawrence’, Massesseee 54,945 31,005 163,510 Miami Beach, Flaceece 828,458 
Lowell, Masseccceces 82,605 61,665 21,190 Norfolk, Va@ecccesece 4,396,625 
—— ae 663,570 1,640,556 150,990 Kj MONG, VAecceceece 1,868,256 
Manch ster, ye | aor 550, 97 338,087 167,441 kK BNOKS, VAecsevesecs 1,196,489 
Medtord, MasSeceesees 1,088,975 222ea2u 46,5C  ,avannah, Becevecvce $27,050 
New Bedtord, Mass... 306,625 O!, Of 49 , 69% LEDG, FUGs 604 e es eee 1,156, Ol 
New Britain, — 348,450 339,31 224,180 Washington, D. eeee 6,234,338 
New Haven, COnnmecses 161,91€ 1,353,889 491,87' Winston Salem, Ne. C. 736,588 
Newton, MasSecescececs 919, 36% 1S9,180 235,40° 
Norwalk, OANccccces 166,357 » 494,470 673,05° Total So. Atlantic.. $40,081,079 
Portiand, Me.csecees 360,993 110,422 148,771 
Providence, Ks Leese 190,600 698 , Of 461 ,6C Ee i ~entrals 
auin vs Mas eseevees Soy ,7o5! 659,93 113,82 Akron, Oni eeeeoeeees ’ »8t1,150 
Salem, MasSeccccecces 126,¢ 19,497 157 IO Say Citys Micheceeoee 5,043 
somerville, Mass.e«- 13 ,0¢ 14,289 21,456 erwyn, Lil bseccceces 214,36- 
pr i tield, MaSS eee 07,996 * 1,096,4 \ 292,831 luetield, We VGecee 139,705 
stamtord, DN Nee ween ie 1Uts- 18 O98, 3061 673,865 CANTON, Ghiderceeees 1,275,801 
Water [V> NNeecerves 1,410,1 1,323, J 139,650 HiCago, LilSecseees 14,144, 10¢ 
west Hartftord, Nn. 1,207,6° 17,29¢ 697,832 ' innati, OhiOeeece 3,748,630 
Worcester, MaSSeceee 1,931,386 299,357 196, 46> bar ksDurg, We Vaeee ID, ¢ 
~leveland, Ohioweeee 13,379,30C 
lote! New England... $22,326,400 $23,734,964 $11,591, 36¢ Columbus, Ohio...e.. 4,130,350 
Dayton, Ohideccecesce lated, tZi 
Middle Atlantic: Detroit. Micheeswccace 12,083,267 
Manhattanessssceese® $12,608,006 $10,937, 50C 5,498,063 East St. Louis, 111 439,136 
Peetaettansncesenses? 1,855,435 1,165,155 3,251,900 Evanston, Ililseccece 965,100 
BTONKceccceccecsesecet 8,597,400 3,469, 100 3,027,490 Evansville, Indeweee 324,343 
BFONKecccececscvseses 1,773,475 440,849 170,67° Flint, Micheweeeeeee 1,559,025 
or 2) a ee 4,341,580 3,915,975 2,444,2¢ rort Wayne, 1Ndecees 369,187 
ee Pe 1,387,097 1,012,930 1,142,325 POT y, UNdeccscecsecr 1,567,918 
BUCCRS couse cvsnccece® 9,208,710 6,917,615 ** 37,185 rand KaGpics, Mi Nes 619,31C 
QUEENS ecccccsescvecf 1,916,236 569,030 945,855 reer BY, Wisceeceec 361,043 
RICHMONd. eeseevceee ti 61,1 5 955,350 1,tl » 780 1AMMONG, 1Ndewseeees 1,016,137 
RIiCHMONGeccceveseces 97,320 151,555 <65,/3¢ Huntington, We. Vaece 590,609 
indianapolis, Indee. 1,314,129 
| tal N. Te iTWeccec $42, 46, 18 $3t,° , r $. , P48 eli Lansing, Mi Ne wee eee ',C 16,740 
(3%) New Work. (yt) Alterations. LIMO, ONidecceccecececs 318,025 
Lovisville, KYeeeeee | 1,663,487 
Allentown, Paswececes 1,399,850 Pr. Sab 622, 8O0U Milwaukee, Wisceceee 6,955,023 
Altoona, Paccceesecs 193,849 115, 70% 173,223 Newark, Ohiocwcccccece 420, 400 
Atlanti tie. Ne de 279,675 272,3' 174, O0Of Jat FPatk, Liisesvess 177,725 
Auburas Mes Viecewoce 195,50C 229,567 4,20 Peoria, Uliscrcccerces 2,290,874 
Ringhamt . id 6 ,63% 1,057,384 101,819 WUINCY, LILISecceccece 69,301 
ot talo, N. cosesee 1,762,928 3,957,534 » 120,521 RACINE], WISCeeesesee 935,92C 
amden, = Sse 333,857 5 ,297,2¢ 330,699 Roceterad,. titesa«ssscs 556,475 
East Orange, Ne Joe 104,35 685,15 80,623 Saginaw, Michececoeee 406,730 
Eliza! ee ee eee > ATS 163,02! 156.905 Sou tt 42 eo INGeeeee 1,398,480 
SBUMteC ee Me Venu 00een i¢ SS 33,226 38,9 . Springfield, Itlls.e-. r16,057 
BP ies Fb0se 4 6s208 48% 677,345 1,198,630 365,64 2pringtield, Uhioe.e 93,30C 
Mabstibet bs Pesan ce 592° 406 180,664 264,021 Superior, Wisceseess 137,142 
Jamestown, Ne Yewees 444,3¢ 368,500 186,465 ferre Haute, Ind..ee 144,997 
Jersey ify, Ne Jeec &72,.6: 153,550 155,837 1? tede.<« Ghidusse0 ees 2,921,290 
L@ BS TET, PAerevecs 40,15% 292,016 218,694 Waukegan, IllSececes 336,875 
Mount Ver Ne. Ye. 894,692 120,329 84,555 Wheeling, We Vases. 379,200 
reeweere. He Js ee60% (6,505 10, » 4&7! 7 75 Younas town, hioeececes 1, 199,89 
New runswick, Ne. J. BO,% 44,685 6 t 7C Zanes ile, QOhidecece 243,3/.- 
New & elle, N. Y. 2,828,038 431,456 296,897 ai: 
Nieaqara 14 3Sa Me : 463, S37 2% 4 ,~U3E Total East entrale. $89,489,389 
Philadelphia, Pa@ecee 12,053,0¢ »' ~ 380 Jav » 2G 
Pittsburgh, Pass..e. 2,085,814 2,004, 1: 1,891,2! South Central: 
P hkee @, Ne Yee 18,59 136,' 1S, 4¢ Abilene, [execeseees d1,145,8 
kKeadci “aes Tee eee ee 4 » 2¢ 130, 56¢ | ,» 008 } rillo, 1s on as os » 401,681 
k re ter, ° ceeree 1 ,( » <O€ 1+ 4,949 ¥ 9379 4 ti , T Reeseeseevesce »472,6 , 
henectady, 4 at 218,9¢ 118, 4 1,528,28% ea Nt, Texececsece 36,10 
Scranton, Pasccccece O58. 138 100,01 140,351 irmingham, Alas 3322, 108 
>vre e, N ce teee |,264,3¢ 1,099,854 957,150 hattanooga, Tenn.. 361,73! 
Troy, Ne rr eee ee 23, 80% = | 4 OPS a Sas 8,032,894 
Utica, WN. Terre. 102,15 2, 4 t ; » TKeswes cee 4,923,474 
wevter foun. Ne Venere 3,36 9 Ol ry Seva. Akos see 301,395 
White Plains, Ne Yeu 20,53 6, 13¢ 026,979 Fort Worth, Texesees 3,734,235 
J ke fer: - Fbs«<< 136, 1 , 244 123,541 siveston, Texececece 124,174 
" iamsport, i 106,49 ,074 3, 4 VOCs TORes v4.0 026 10,722,484 
a i ae bone 4 44 4 , 06% 4 . c SOCEBORs BMisSeccescese |,068,2 
ker » i. seeeees 1,694,57¢ Rel wet 1,695, Knoxville, Tenneccee 41,55 
YORK, Paeweeeeeeneee 290,809 a» 4 181,89% ittle Kock Arkecece 631,308 
; Memphis, TOAMeccesss 10,130,39 
. A le «os $79, 358% $ fl 63 5 oa . - MOVE Tes Al Gea seusess 514,¢ ¥ 
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March 1953 and 1952 
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0. ents { nt. nt : 
Montgomery, Ala. _ Bl; » 998 $44 $ . ; eeveccecs 5 s t J 
Muskogee, Okla. eee 70, ¢ . . t 9 n?. ° ® 
ashville, Tenn..... 1,993,379 441, ; ‘ , : pr : 46.4 ‘ 
r lrleans, rr S . 96° . P . . J « er, bes . . ‘ ? - y 
kklahoma City, Okle.. , 714,09 1,231,83% . . reat 3 » Mont ; >.4 
Port Arthur, Texas... af 15,818 413,9 Jgden, tah.. esees 395, 4 
an Angelo, Texas... 28, 48: $04,017 9,448 Phoenix, Ari . 1 : 
9an Antonio, Texas.. »447,/74¢ ev 4, 4 P » >4 Pueblo, re . 
hreveport, La@e--ee-s » 292,04 - 4.G »4 >? f Lake ty, tah... . ‘ , 
visa, Okla... 1, 196,05 2. . x $ » AP tReceoeses 615, ) Scalia 
WACO, TEKASe sees: ; bOE, 4) y7¢,¢ . eal 
Wichita Falls, Tex . _ O12, 4! |,ool, a 4 Tot v nta . e« $id, ot $ . 
tal . entral... $74, ~'9 $62,408, $53,¢ , 948 Paci? : 
akerstield, Cal...- ?. ‘ $44 
West entrais erkeley, Blecccecs 426, 4/ 
edar Rapids, Was. $979,315 $4 ‘ y $ »,07 Beverly ‘is. Buea 60 -£ 
Davenport, WEececee Py: r, 969 14/,¢ -FEeESNO, Dlecececece »4 1,4 
kes Moines, lowde-.. ’ »¥34 ~OI 92. , 244, lendale, pieeceeeecs 7 ’ litle 
Jubuque, lowd@e-ceeee 1YO,% 29,346 v4 l } each, bee . ‘ . a 9 
Duluth, Minneccccece 200,24! ; 4 4, Los Angeles, Slecses ~ 597,944 » 43 
ter »9 Ne Decooes ° 9” 9” ‘,31 Jakland, Bleccceces x ‘ » RS 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1951 to Date 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—March and 3 Months 1953 and 1952 United States Failures by States—March and 3 Months 1953 and 1952 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—March and 3 Months 1953 and 1952 
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Quarterly Record of United States Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry— 1953 and 1952 


Number of Failures Current Liabilities in Thousands ot Dollars 
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Number of Feitlures Current Liabilities in Thousands of Dollars 
RETAIL TRADE 
1952 1953 1952 1953 
Food & Liquors | i: tt lV ! 11 ttt 1V ' it itt iV | i} bit iV 
a ok nt oe te el es So ee 28 24 3) 18 19 704 S17 875 320 325 
Contectionery & Nut Stores.....+.-. it 13 9 9 5 87 232 89 119 38 
Dairy Products Stores.scesssevcsecss 8 8 6 6 4 140 193 65 109 115 . 
Delicatessen STOPES cece ereeenveees 10 i} i} 9 i! 72 96 10} 93 82 
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Liquor RT ee ee ee 4 10 6 9 3 44 192 ttl 92 4/] 
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Ory Goods ON EC ae aa eee ey 10 11 i} 12 14 195 376 106 157 2587 
General Merchandise Stores....ee-. 7 8 y 5 8 186 iB) 26! 84 228 
Country General Stores...ccceecess y 4 3 6 ? 103 149 19 8° 133 
a a ee ee es ee gee 35 40 33 27 39 1,257 953 484 392 1,067 
Apparel! & Accessories: 
Family Clothing Stores...ssseeeees 14 10 10 8 10 $63 94 117 2¢ 92 
Men's & Boys’ Clo. & Furnishings Stores... 2 33 17 19 30 369 868 710 43} 889 
Women's Ready-to-wear Stores...... 66 4| 39 38 $2 935 478 643 1,100 1,459 
Women's Accessory Stores.seccecacecss 22 9 13 6 16 218 6¢ 1S4 5s 166 
Shoe Le ee ee ee 24 20 19 13 28 267 1g 313 177 2468 
Miscellaneous Appare! Stores...... 33 27 37 24 31 |, 267 S62 48) 14 1.264 ait “ 
of | See ee 187 140 135 108 167 3,619 2,387 2,4lt 2,306 4,238 
Furniture & Home Furnishings: ; 
Furniture Storessccccceeceeecccees 3] 44 28 36 60 1, 00¢ 923 616 1,575 3 
Home Furnishings & Equip. Stores.. 16 21 25 17 22 238 329 3« 153 282 
Electrical Appliance Siores....... 52 69 43 46 82 1,102 1,996 1,271 ,ti7 4,499 pre 
ae ete eerie ee 99 134 96 29 164 2,346 3,248 2,238 2,945 6,584 
Lumber, Bidg. Mtis., Hardware: 
Lumber & Bldg. Mt!. Dealers....... 26 26 1S 3S 23 09 165 3 2,734 . 
Paint, Glass, Wal! Paper Stores... 6 3 - 3 12 4g a9 99% | 48 
Hardwere & Farm iImp!. Dealers..... 14 14 19 13 17 - 419 93 : - 15 
VOPeleccccccvccveses eoecccccccsces 46 48 42 S| $2 1,19¢ ,O47 1,415 ,047 , 1864 
Automotive Group; 
Motor Vehicie Dealers..esrees wows 2U 26 14 2¢é ; »164 67 2 | } #23 ,97¢ 
Automobile Accessory Dealers...... } - ; 1s a4 144 . 4e 
Gerages and Kepair Shops...seeeees 20 24 16 21 23 434 2° 33 A $3 
Filling Ag | ae eseeveees 23 4% 3} Zi 24 260% 26/ ey 14 
Other Automotive Dealers.cc.cccces | —" os = 49 
CS *eeee eeeneeeee M3 9 | He 4 yy ee 9 VYLU ¥i4 1,OYs » 64 
Eating & Drinking Places-Total.... 221 234 185 i88 a4 4,747 4, ’ 234 29 
Drug Stores = Totalewcccceeeeveeee 30 26 34 17 y 415 40¢ 169 418 ,Ore 
Miscellaneous Retail Trade: 
Cigar Storescccccccccccccscvesecees 4 8 10 is 24 
Fuel and ice Dealers...... ee ae 8 4 6 43 7. 
a. bp ETP eee eer eer Te 10 6 12 4 : 9 19 : 
SOBSIT YG SVSTSScvvccvsecsedives eee ve 20 20 19 is 2 63 
Book, Stationery & News Dealers... 4 7 2 } j S* 
Farm & Garden Supply Stores....... iO 10 12 6 11 1, 10S 46 529 } 
Att Gehe Bevetl Sterebeccccececcecs 37 32 36 4 2 S12 390 44. 0 
POE 66: 6:60066900b066 600s eS eH OOS 86 Oo 99 84 10} 2,093 1,760 1,758 , 165 awa 
Tota! Retail a 1,023 1,048 203 859 1,043 « ,2!4 ye ey ! ’ C 
Dun’s Failure Index 
. ri ic 
(Apperent Annual Number of Failures per 10,000 Enterprises) CEFi 1ONS 
Unadjusted index Adjusted index # BUSINESS F nr ES esse 
‘a ceased operati 5 + 7 ' enkr 
195S3 1952 1951 1950 1953 i952 i9SSI 1950 ceased with toss + rea PF . a 
oe execution, toreciosureé ’ ents v tar 
JANUS Yee eesee 23.2 Pe 34.0 38.5 26.4 27.8 31.5 36.0 withdrew leav rg jnpei , hal r¢é 7 
February “ev eee 35.6 31.0 31 .@ Ele 30.4 26.3 26.3 34.5 in cour? actions such as re ¢ D- reé reaaniza- 
March... “eeree . 32.2 31.6 tf 36.4 29.8 29.5 28.9 33.4 rrON, or arrangement; or ’ ‘ , or ’ 
April “eevee eene “ree 34.4 31.9 36.0 ee . 31.6 29.3 33.C with creditors Ou? ‘oh ‘ae 
eared tees oeee 26.1 33.5 37.6 oeee 26.5 31.6 35.5 
JOGO sc ccece eees 30.7 31.2 31.2 ° 31.0 31.5 31.5 
hutticceneeséeer seer 25.4 30.7 33.9 . 27.3 33.0 33.5 CURRENT LIABI ES, P re tee 
Augus teoeseees “eee 25-9 28.9 Ce 29.1 32.8 37 64 cord, have 4 spec « 3 = 
September..... “eee 24.5 29.7 29.5 23.8 35.4 35.1 counts and notes paya € ; Sb, wre 
Oc tober......- cose 27.4 28.5 32.3 . 29.8 31.0 35.5 ther in secured form or ) * to be hel y 
November. oeeee “er 30.3 29.3 33.7 . . 30.3 29.3 33.7 Danks, oftticers, afttiltiated < . $ 4 3 
December...<«-- eee 25.3 26-2 30.9 “eee 26.6 29.7 392.5 companies, or the sOvernmer r 2 , ‘¢ 
long-term, publicty-held obligat : tisetti 
Mo. Average... 33.6 28.7 30.7 34.3 ‘ sa owen seen assets are not taken int acco t 


(#) Adjusted for seasonal variation. 
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Quarterly Record of United States Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry—1953 and 1952 
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Quarterly Record of Canadian Failures by Divisions of Industry— 1953 and 1952 




















Number of Failures Current Liabilities in Thousands otf Dollars 
=~ 6050 1953 1952 1953 
| 1 phd IV | tt tht lV | tt rit tv } tt tid iV 
Manufacturing: 
FoORS co cece cerccececeescesescsese j > 4 4 Te 452 60 iis $2 
TestitleSccccccecesesccececcecceese 23 18 4 15 15 719 678 ig $4 ¢ 
Forest Products eccecccccsseses eee 13 12 bs 10 9 373 681 204 47 74° 
Paper, Printing, Publishingescees 3 2 3 4 ! 82 14} 3 238 
Chemicals and DrugSccecccevesscas 2 | 2 | ee y 82 57 37 ° 
PGES d.cicentedees cds eeetea rs. oeenobes < oe. o¢ ee oe a4 ee ee p e« P 
Leather and Leather Products... 2 3 4 3 ‘ é 124 iv 64 ais 
Stone, Clay, Glass and Products.. 3 ee | 3 ee Ie os 12 bie ‘ 
been ed Steelecccecceccceeseseces o« | 2 ] | - 33 27 3% 13 
Machinervyecccccccccccecccceccecss 6 4 2 ! | 117 69 y 4° é 
Transportation Equipment......+-. | . es | aa 34 ee ae 6 ea 
Alt GUESS scevececeresoosvensoseose 11 > S 7 358 246 136 97 4 


See -rti— SS ee eee ee OO Ee eee 





Wholesale Trade: 


Farm Products, Foods, Groceries.. 8 4 7 3 ? 233 57 128 59 99 
Clothing and FurnishingSe.+e.eees | 2 ee ee 13 240 es ee } 
Dry Goods and Textiles...cseeeeees 2 3 2 2 5 36 30 51 6 8: 
Lumber, Bldg. Mtis., Hardware.... | 2 3 | 2 35 23 213 1s 33 
Chemicals and Drugs...secesessesss oe ! ee 2 3 a 8 ‘ 169 
fe) a ae a ta o* ** *“* ** ** ** “* *-* *-* ** 
Automotive Products. ..ceeeeee eves oe ! | oe ee 10 7 ee 40 
Supply HMouSES cccccccccccecessecce ae ee ee o< ee ee ne T o< - 
All Other cccccccccccceccesseceses 8 8 6 6 7 273 101 476 248 60 


Lene nn ooo eee ee eee, SCC NS ———SS ———--S— ——_—————————_-S —  — E-—ll  -O C ——- — 


Total Wholesale Trade... ccccceces 2! 20 20 12 25 593 461, 883 348 S10 


Retail Trade: 


FOORE cc ccccecceceeseseecveseseseve 28 25 24 25 3) 249 402 28 | 301 440 
Farm Supplies, General Stores.... 4 5 2 5 8 70 ? 13 40 240 
General Merchendiseeccsccsesscece it 6 | S 7 109 36 19 28 }3 
Apperelicceccccsccccecsscscesesces 18 18 10 14 25 15! 312 209 208 416 
Furniture, H'sehold Furnishings.. 10 13 8 5 6 380 28¢ 123 65 1S6 
“Lumber, Bldg. Mtis., Hardware.... y 5 6 4 i! 229 8 | 116 132 237 
Avtemetive PreductScccccccveceteos 17 12 15 14 20 517 567 263 373 778 
Res teur entScccceccccesecoseosoves 1} 18 10 16 14 87 182 108 1S7 19 
Dr ugScccccccccccceccsesccceseeces 3 3 | | 2 S| 7 24 20 4 
Ail GIS ccccevecesueawevaeeservercs y 17 4 6 12 16} 173 106 is rit ae 
Teotel Retell Trad@ccccccccesceces 120 12¢ 8} 95 136 2,004 2,193 1,28: 1, 406 2,534 


Constructions 





















































Ganeend Coste eset tcncescseeésics 1g tI 6 \4 is 540 331 62 334 42' 
Carpenters and Builders...cceceees i 6 ee y ee 4 43 _ gy e 
Building Sub-contractors...ccceses 23 1} 4 8 16 305 120 19 39? 171 
GaSe CORTE SC TOTS ce ccccecceseesen | ’ — | 20 ‘ as 12 - 
vetetl Cone tr vc tie@as caecsecesvece 43 28 10 25 33 B69 494 8 | yey’ 943 
Commercial Services: 
Cleaners, Dyers, Pg a ee | 3 | ** ee é 55 3 *-* 
Hauvlege, Buses, Taxis, etc.w.seeee 3 2 Z ] 3 35 1} 110 57 103 
MCR Uh tice caeserseowesteseteceseweswe *-. 4 a | ! id 112 ) 6 Za 
eT gs) ee ee ee ee a ee ! | ee bd j 144 2 © ee 5 
J Bt! Ss errr rrr rrr rrrr TT o- ee ee ee ! . *- . 4; 
All ey ee ee ee ee 7 | a 3 4 10 ! is € ie 
Total Commercial Service.scccrccees it 9 9 12 10 249 128 211 b - 
TOUCHE CObGERe cc vccouedsédetessatws 26% 236 153 192 242 5,659 5,782 3,777 4,605 3,954 
Quarterly Record of Canadian Failures by Provinces— 1953 and 1952 
Number of Failures Current Liabilities in Thousands of Dollars 
1952 1953 195¢ ——— 16 cuan 
Provinces: 7 bit ty 7 tit ty 7 tty ry 7 rit ty 
oo LS 3 j on 2 } C 58 wa 124 113 
Prince Edward it? * errr, rrr. *-* *e *-. ** ee *-* *-f ** *-* *“e 
Novae a ) Z J | a ies 5 4 c | 
New ee a a “ '@) | > | | 9A 18 . : 
on rte ee CLE er TT CO Tee ee 1s 143 1Ol 138 1S¢ » 46¢ ,VIC P eo $, 8 
Cg a ea 54 48 Y | 4° Fir: 1,63€ ! | 
. - ; , 
A a ae a eee 21 y y 3 | 415 29 149 t ? | 4 
SHSLSVECHSSSS ec ccvescecececaeessece } | ne o« } 14 os 
Cg eee ee ee 3 7 2 5 . } oc 4e 4 
STECish Cotuemble@eccccccsceceoseede & 17 y 4 20 134 O27 244 46 4 
TOPOL Cemeddc ccocccccescescsesecoes 26 236 153 192 242 5,659 5,78 3, 4,605 »554 
Quarterly Record of Canadian Failures by Cities— 1953 and 1952 
Number of Failures Lurrent ia es i and tier 
Citiess: 1952 —— oS ee .. 2 ee i9 
{1931 Population Ranking) | i} ti) iV | i | iit IV | i} j 
Montreal, Gueececcccee: oveetosene 17 57 é¢ 4 »3 1,75 » 739 » 4¢ 
TOPORTOs OSSs 6s ove teccnceesseose ‘ 25 18 7 14 l¢ 37 rs - 
Vancouver, Be Cbhebeaweweceeet ces 2 ) 6 Zz 1 | “et ¥ 3 
Wianloga, MeNsccccceces cheseeeves 14 8 8 é , 1$7 ig . 
Mamitten, Ontecoccccsescevevcsecs 3 4 3 Z| 
Quebec, ON ee ee ee 12 7 y | 3 S i is ! 
Ottawa, a, Sa a ae ee ra *- es | 3 ' *-. ! é 4 ' * 
Calgary, AlPsndddseceseooecseses . . | ** 5 ** . ef 4 
Edmonton, a ne Hae en ‘ < | ! | | +] € 's 4 
Londons Gabi cccocccecoceseseeeurce 5 ! | 184 14 - 
Windsor, 0 a ee . . *-* . . *e* . *-* 
Halitax, N. ive « dinae se aibeete see ew we | *-* ! ** ** " ee ] . 
Regina, ea ee ee ae eve ©e-e ! ! . **e *-* } *-* **f 
- JONN, N. anise be be wee *enreree | >. . . } t& . 
SOCK OIOOR, SESkowcccccccoeveseses . e° ° ee ° 
Vicverian, Be Cevcccoesescocess ° . ° ee ee ° o¢ es . 
Total 16 CEPI ec cceceeseeevsdsecece 14% | “ie | } 130 ’ 34 »4 9° ‘ ’ ’ ! 
BOTORCE Of COURIC Vecdeceoceesecer 114 10} 7 85 112 1S! ‘ 14° 4 
prewn AS es ae - eo an , -_ es. As , ae ee —— nities 
a ( : 4 if 2 C A © 4 
Tota! WVONGDSececececvececeeseseeeeeess ‘ é - 19% 24% 9% y ° a Ps 4s , 4 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





EASTER VOLUME SETS RECORD 


Consumer spending in the early part 
of April continued to top the year-ago 
levels by a substantial amount. With 
the Easter season over, consumers once 
again focussed the bulk of their atten- 
tion on purchases of durable goods. 


Total retail sales in March, season- 
ally adjusted, were estimated at $14.4 
billion. This was 11 per cent above 
March 1952 and 1 per cent below Feb- 
ruary 1953. 

Retail volume in March was the 
highest for any March in merchandis- 
ing history. Consumers spent more 
money for Easter finery than ever be- 
fore as the increase in apparel sales ex- 
tended to all lines, women’s, men’s and 
children’s. 


Food sales were also above the com- 
parable 1952 period. Purchases of beef 
continued to be much higher than a 
year ago. Pork consumption declined 
somewhat in the face of the stiff price 
compeution with lamb and beef. Con- 
fectionary sales were also above the 
year-ago level. 

Volume in durable goods reflected 
less of a seasonal decline than is cus- 
tomary. Particularly high were the 
sales of new automobiles. New car 
registrations for March approached the 
400,000 mark. Used car sales continued 
to slump and dealers’ stocks mounted. 

Purchases of furniture and appliances 
were above a year ago with few excep- 
tions. Television volume was down 
somewhat; banks began to clamp down 
on credit in areas where market satura- 
tion appeared to be approaching. 

Installment buying continued to be 
higher than a year ago; retail collec- 
tions slowed somewhat. Retailers’ col- 
lections in March were more prompt 
than & year ago in 11 cities, unchanged 
in 47 cities and less prompt in 61 cities. 
In comparison with February they were 
more prompt than a year ago in 7 cities, 
unchanged in 88 cities and less prompt 
in 23 cities. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


(1947-1949 = 100) 


Change Compari- 


Index Change Change 2mos.1953 son Retail 

Feb. from from from with Sales 

1953 Feb.1952 Jan.1953 2mos.1952 U.S. 1952 

REGION y 4 y yA of “of 

ested Sentes. . .......... 130.9 +77 £#=+ 123 + 7.5 ee 100.0 
. New England. ........... 121.4 + 8.8 + 3.3 + 6.8 — 7.3 5.7 
- New York City.......... 121.9 + 3.4 + 2.3 + 4.4 — 6.9 7.4 
. Albany, Utica and Syracuse 130.0 + 4.6 + ou! + 6.4 — 0.7 2.2 
. Buffalo and Rochester..... 131.0 + 6.9 + 1.2 + 6.0 + ou. 1.9 
. Northern New Jersey... ... 131.4 + 8.6 + 4.6 + 7.1 + 0.4 2.6 
Bo er eee 122.3 + 7.5 + 3.0 + 5.8 — 6.6 5.4 
IN, 46-0 ¢ 60 Wace n aces 137.8 + 2.8 + 3.8 + 0.5 + 5.2 3.9 
>: rer +10.3 + 3.7 + 8.2 + 9.2 2.9 
. Cincinnati and Columbus... = 134.7 +11.0 + 6.1 + 9.1 + 2.9 3.0 
. Indianapolis and Louisville. 139.0 +11.7 + 6.8 + 8.3 + 6.2 3.0 
RP ee re ee 124.5 + 7.1 + 0.9 + 7.3 — 4.9 6.3 
MEE. Sa See ey 134.9 +16.3 + 3.5 +15.6 + 3.1 4.2 
NE cus caw eeean 131.8 + 8.4 + 4.0 + 5.8 + 0.6 2.1 
. Minneapolis and St. Paul... ~—-113.0 — 1.6 + 2.8 + 0.0 —13.7 3.8 
. lowa and Nebraska. ...... 116.2 + 0.3 — 0.3 + 0.7 —I11.2 2.8 
I FRE TE OG 124.6 + 7.2 + 2.7 + 5.7 — 4.8 2.5 
- SO enrgeeery ere 133.4 + 6.4 + 7.3 + 3.8 + 1.9 3.4 
. Maryland and Virginia... . 136.2 + 7.4 + 4.6 + 5.2 + 4.0 4.2 
. North and South Carolina.. 139.4 . + 9.6 + 2.3 + 8.4 + 6.5 2.8 
. Atlanta and Birmingham.. 137.8 + 7.3 + 0.4 + 7.6 + 5.3 4.2 
PEE hc roe uee > Nemo 141.8 +11.0 — 1.5 +12.1 + 8.3 2.0 
pI <b cieedicwewnenes 127.1 + 7.7 + 7.7 + 3.5 — 2.9 1.7 
2) ere 132.4 + 8.3 — 1.7 + 8.4 + 1. 1.5 
XP ee ee 148.4 + 9.6 + 0.7 + 9.6 +13.3 6.1 
es ce int % nee 128.9 + 5.0 + 1.7 + 4.4 — 1.5 1.4 
Salt Lake City........... 126.0 + 5.3 — +83 — 38 0.9 
Portland and Seattle....... 124.2 + 4.3 — 1.0 + 4.7 — 5.1 3.1 
Se 125.7 + 2.5 + 1.0 + 1.9 — 4.0 4.0 
eS. ee ee 143.3 +19.0 + 2.1 +19.6 + 9.5 5-0 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Frepruary—Barometer 9° above a year 
ago/and 3°, above a month ago. 

Marcu—Excessive waterflow in March 
caused flood conditions in several points 
of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massa- 
chusetts. Retail sales however continued 
to be substantially higher than a year ago. 
Collections were unchanged to less prompt 
than a year ago. Government orders for 
textiles boosted industrial output in en- 
tire area. 


Region 2 

Frespruary—Barometer 3°% above a year 
ago and 2° above a month ago. 

MarcH—Rain throughout the entire 
month hampered retail activity and de- 
partment store sales reflected an increase 
of only 2° over the preceding year. How- 
ever, total retail trade was estimated as 
being up 7°%. Installment buying was 
heavy and collections were somewhat 
slower. Apparel manufacturers operated 
at top capacity to meet orders. 


Region 3 

Frsruary—Barometer 5°% above a year 
ago and unchanged from a month ago. 

Marcu—Wet weather failed to keep 
customers away from stores and sales were 
generally higher than a year ago with a 
few exceptions. Promotional activity was 
heavy with generally favorable results, 
particularly in womenswear. There was 
considerable evidence of a general tight 
ening of consumer credit during March. 
TV sales were down. 


Region 4 

Frepruary—Barometer 7°% above a year 
ago and 1°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retailers had the best Easter 
season in history. Little merchandise was 
left for traditional post-Easter clearances 
and inventories were found to be in an 
extremely favorable position. Department 
store sales were considerably higher than 
a year ago as Buffalo sales were up 10°/ 
and Rochester sales up 13°%. Collections 
were less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 5 

Fespruary—Barometer 9° above a year 
ago and 5°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales were well above 
a year ago and increased volume extended 
to all lines. Used car dealers however 
complained of mounting stocks and they 
were forced to cut prices in many in- 
stances. Newark department store sales 
were 6°/, above the previous year. Col- 
lections were generally more prompt than 
1952 and unchanged from a month ago. 
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The Duw’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in, consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended March 28, 195}. 











Region 6 

FreBruARY—Barometer 8°, above a year 
ago and 3°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales were generally 
substantially above a year ago with the 
exceptions of a few towns which are pri- 
marily dependent on the coal industry. 
Coal operations were curtailed somewhat 
in the face of large stocks. Apparel and 
automobile sales were much higher than 
a year ago. Collections were unchanged 
to less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 7 

Fesruary—Barometer 3°, above a year 
ago and 4°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales for the entire dis- 
trict were estimated as being about 7° 
higher than year ago and increased sales 
volume was evident in almost all lines of 
merchandise. Steel mills produced more 
steel during March than in any other 
month in history. Collections less prompt 
to unchanged from a year ago. Employ- 
ment rose seasonally. 


Region 8 

Fepruary—Barometer 10° above a 
year ago and 4° above a month ago. 

MarcH—Retail sales were moderately 
higher than a year ago. The Easter date, 
one week earlier this year than last, was 
the apparent reason for the increased vol- 
ume. Apparel volume was well above a 
year ago although the increase was not as 
substantial as in other parts of the cou 
try. Collections were less prompt than a 
year ago. Industrial output was high. 


Region 9 

Fresruary—Barometer 11°% above a 
year ago and 6°” above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales in March were 
substantially above a year ago. Depart- 
ment store sales reflected larger increases 
than did total retail trade. Cincinnati 
department store sales were 10°/, above a 
year ago and Columbus sales up 15°/. 
Special promotions and Easter merchan- 
dise accounted for the bulk of trade. Col- 
lections were less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 10 

Fepruary—Barometer 12° above a 
year ago and 7°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Volume for the entire région 
was estimated to be 12° above a year ago. 
Easter volume was more than satisfactory 
in most areas and volume of women’s ap- 
parel was markedly higher than a year 
ago. Furniture sales continued to reflect 
favorable year-to-year increases. Collec- 
tions were unchanged from a year ago 
and a month ago. 


Region 11 

Frespruary—Barometer 7°, above a year 
ago and 1° above a month ago. 

Marcu—Fair weather boosted Easter 
volume above last year and saw total re- 
tail sales for March higher than in any 
previous March. Opening of Peoria tele- 
vision station brought a marked increase 
in TV sales. Livestock receipts in Chi- 
cago stockyards were 5°, above a year 
ago. Collections were unchanged from 
a year ago. Industrial output was steady. 


Region 12 

Fresruary—Barometer 16°. above a 
year ago and 4°% above a month ago. 

MarcH—As automotive production 
1eached its one millionth car, consumers 
continued to spend money more freely in 
the Detroit Region. With the area already 
facing almost full employment, an addi- 
tional 35,000 workers were needed by the 
end of April. Out-of-State recruiting was 
common. Collections were slightly more 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 13 

Fesruary—Barometer 8°% above a year 
ago and 4°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales in region were 
about 9°%, above a year ago. Apparel and 
accessories volume recorded the most im- 
pressive year-to-year gains. New car 
sales were also considerably higher than 
a year ago. Collections were unchanged 
from 1952. Dairy production rose and 
some concern was expressed about the 
over-supply of some dairy products. 


Region 14 

Fesruary—Barometer 2°%, below a year 
ago and 3° above a month ago. 

Marcu—Additional week of Easter this 
year failed to boost retail volume appre 
ciably. Farmers reflected their fear of 
continued falling prices by curtailing their 
purchases somewhat. Apparel volume 
was ahead of 1952 and auto sales on about 
a par with a year ago. Collections were 
less prompt to unchanged from a year ago 
and unchanged from a month ago. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

Fesruary—Barometer fractionally 
above a year ago and slightly below 
month ago. 

MarcH—Retail sales for the region 
were estimated as being 2° above a year 
ago. The steady decline of farm prices 
since last July has brought about consid- 
erable caution among farmers in making 
purchases. Necessities were brought in 
the usual amounts but there was little 
spending for luxury items. 


Region 16 

Frespruary—Barometer 7°% above a year 
ago and 3°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales in St. Louis were 
estimated as being 11° above a year ago. 
Purchases of apparel were considerably 
heavier than a year ago. Household tools 
and automobile sales also reflected sub- 
stantial increases over 1952. Collections 
were unchanged from a year ago and a 
month ago. Shoe output continued to 
be high and apparel was steady. 


Region 17 

Fresruary—Barometer 6°% above a year 
ago and 7°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales in the region were 
estimated at 10°% above a year ago as 
many retailers recorded the largest March 
sales for any year. Menswear volume re- 
flected sizable increases and, in many in- 
stances, the gain was larger than that 
of womenswear and children’s clothing. 
Collections were unchanged from a year 
ago and a month ago. 


Region 18 

Frespruary—Barometer 7°% above a year 
ago and 5° above a month ago. 

MarcH—Eastern volume was moder- 
ately above a year ago. Warm weather 
throughout the month stimulated the sale 
of Spring apparel. Outdoor furnishings 
volume also rose from both year-ago and 
month-ago levels. Automobile purchases 
were moderately above a year ago. Col- 
lections in March were less prompt to un- 
changed from a year ago. 


Region 19 

Frepruary—Barometer 10°, above a 
year ago and 2°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales for the entire re- 
gion were estimated as being 5°/ above 
a year ago. Easter merchandise was 
heavily promoted in most areas and con- 
sumer purchases of apparel were moder- 
ately higher than a year ago. New textile 
orders increased output and payrolls were 
expanded. Collections unchanged to less 
prompt than a year ago. 
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Region 20 
Fesruary—Barometer 7°, above a year 
ago and slightly above a month ago. 
MarcH—Total retail sales in district 
were estimated as being 9°% above a year 
ago. The early Easter date, one week 


earlier than a year ago, boosted nondur- 
able goods volume considerably. Durable 
goods volume was also above a year ago 
although the increase was not as marked. 
Automobile sales were much higher than 
in the previous year. 


Region 21 

Fesruary—Barometer 11°% above a 
year ago and 2°% below a month ago. 

Marcu—Total retail sales for region 
were estimated as being 8° higher than 
a year ago. Tourist season continued to 
lengthen and visitors spent more money 
than in the previous year. Collections 
were less prompt than a year ago. Florida 
orange crop was estimated by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to be slightiy below 
1952 production. 


Region 22 

FrespruarY—Barometer 8°/ above a year 
ago and a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales were estimated as 
being 3°4 above a year ago. Department 
store sales were substantially above a year 
ago as Memphis sales were up 14°% and 
Little Rock sales up 8°%. Easter pur- 
chases were moderately above a year ago. 
Collections were unchanged from a year 
ago and a month ago. Soil was too damp 
for cotton planting to start in earnest. 


Region 23 

Fepruary—Barometer 8°, above a year 
ago and 2°% below a month ago. 

MarcuH—Easter sales were estimated as 
being 5°45 above a year ago. Increases 
were observed in the volume of all lines. 
Wholesale volume also rose in anticipa- 
tion of increased income from cotton and 
sugar crops. Collections unchanged from 
a year ago in New Orleans and less 
prompt in Jackson. Automobile employ 
ment gave signs of leveling off. 


Region 24 
FrepruAkY—Barometer 10°, above a 
year ago and 1°% above a month ago. 
Marcu—Total retail trade was esti- 
mated as being 5°4 higher than a year 
ago. Consumers expressed preference for 
more moderate priced lines. In the latter 
part of the month, heavy rains eased the 
drought conditions in many parts of 
Texas which had extended over 214 years. 
Collections were less prompt to un- 
changed from a year ago. 


Region 25 

Fesruary—Barometer 5°/, above a year 
ago and 2°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales were estimated-as 
being 7°% above a year ago. Increase was 
caused mainly by the fact that the observ- 
ance of Easter was one week earlier this 
year. Most of the increase over the pre- 
vious year was attributed to substantial 
apparel sales. Collections were less 
prompt than a year ago and unchanged 
from a month ago. 


Region 26 

Frespruary—Barometer 5°% above a year 
ago and 7°% below a month ago. 

Marcu—Retail sales in March were 
estimated as being 4°%, above a year ago 
while Salt Lake City department store 
sales reflected an increase of 17°%%. Sale 
of building materials have reflected sharp 
increases over a year ago while appliance 
volume is down somewhat. Food freezers 
sales down substantially from a year ago 
and repossessions were higher. 


Region 27 

Frepruary—Barometer 4°%, above a year 
ago and 1°% below a month ago. 

MarcH—Total retail sales estimated as 
being 8°, higher than a year ago. Apparel 
sales were markedly above a year ago as 
Easter was observed one week earlier this 
year than last year. Automobile sales 
showed some signs of slowing down as 
the increase over last year was not as 
large as in previous month. Installment 
buying continued to be heavy. 


Region 28 

F eBruARY—Barometer 3°, above a year 
ago and 1°, above a month ago. 

Marcu—Extensive sales promotions 
throughout the month brought total re- 
tail sales to level of 8°4 higher than in 
the previous year. Children’s apparel re- 
flected the largest increase over a year 
ago. Retail volume in rural areas was 
below year-ago levels in some instances. 
Inventory balance was termed favorable. 
Collections were unchanged from 1952. 


Region 29 

Frespruary—Barometer 19°% above a 
year ago and 2°% above a month ago. 

Marcu—Total retail trade for the re- 
gion was estimated as being 10°/ higher 
than a year ago when a flood hampered 
retail activity. Suburban stores continued 
to receive a larger share of the shopper’s 
dollar than in the previous year. New 
car sales were well over a year ago. Col. 
lections were more prompt than a year 
ago in Los Angeles. 
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